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Papers of McGeorge Bundy 


April 1, 1965 


Meeting w/ Taylor : 

P. Rusk McNam McC - Vance - Wheeler McNaughton Taylor WPB McGB 5:45 P. M. 

P discusses press conference , (he held one at about 5 without any advance [missing word] 

to anyone ). 

& off record meeting with them. 

no great decisions to be discussed 

Rusk spells out his view - which is 
4 forms of Northern withdrawal. 


withdrawa l 

1 end of infil men 2 end of infil supplies 3 end of control 4 withdrawal 

troops put [missing word] 
from North 

Max needs to discuss w/ Quat. 


How to make pressure w/o reaching flash point. 


(ICC) 

3 Power great (asking) 

LBJ) no harm in talks but [illegible] harm if they tell anyone they are acting for us 

McG.B) we may find it hard to get - so how hard do we get tied on to it. 

LBJ) we can’t but we must ask for it. 

MDT) a hard nosed position is very 

DR) not sure that Hanoi can deliver on cessation 

John McCone Neither is he - a substantial reduction is possible. 

P. if we can just get our feet on their neck . 

Rural electrification - Brotherhood operation 
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President full of determination - we have set our hand to wheel. 

4 get plenty more targets - damn many planes trying to find [ missing word] 
hold out promised land . 

Payin [sic] enough money - payin’ enough information . 
we got to find em & kill em. Saturday report . 

Wheeler. 12 week program keeps away from MIGs. 

#5 JCS do not agree. We are losing the war out there . 

JCS want one Marine division, one Army division , one ROK division 


lots of problems - foreign mainly white troops. 

foreign 

LBJ) Have we exhausted all the possibilities with filipino forces? 

Wheeler 1 Div. Roks 1 Bn Aussies 1 RCT Fils 
Thais no. (helping in Laos) 
no combat troops w/o U.S. combat troops. 

We got a commitment there. 

(LBJ) Are we liable to get NV Chinese? DRV ? 

1. effective margin. 2. proof of purpose 3. deterrent to escalate 
4. Power base if deterrent fails 5. important negotiating point 
Wheeler asks tentative decision 

? ? (photo) ? 

3 divis logistical, political & oper probs solved. 

(divisions) 
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(need one) 

Decisions need and be to prepare. 

Reserves 

(McNamara?) - You do not need them for 3 div move. 

- you do need them for strategic reserve. 

McNamara - no decision today. 

Rusk “ “ “ 

They should be ready . 

change in Marine mission 

53 Point. 


Action NSC 







March-May 511 


229. Personal Notes of a Meeting With President Johnson 1 


Washington, April 1, 1965, 5:33-7:40 p.m. 


P[resident] discusses press conference (he held one at about 5 without 
advance notice to anyone) 2 & off record meeting with them. No great 
decisions to be discussed. 

Rusk spells out his view — which is 4 forms of Northern withdrawal 
1 end of infil[tration] men— 2 end of infil supplies— 3 end of control-4 
withdrawal of troops put in from North. Max needs to discuss w/ Quat. 
How to make pressure w/o reaching flash point. 3 

LBJ: No harm in 3 Power talks but great harm if they tell anyone they 
are acting for us. 

McG.B: We may find it hard to get— so how hard do we get tied on to 


it. 

LBJ: We can't but we must ask for it. 

MDT: A hardnosed position is very 

DR: Not sure that Hanoi can deliver on cessation. 

John McCone— neither is he— a substantial reduction is possible 
President]. If we can first get our feet on their neck. Rural .electrifica- 
tion — Brotherhood Operation . 

President full of determination — we have set our hand to wheel. Get 
plenty more targets — damn many planes trying to find 'em. Hold out 
promised land. 

Payin' enough money — payin' enough information— we got to find 
em & kill em. Saturday report. 

Wheeler: 12 week program keeps away from MIGs. Para 5/ JCS do 
not agree. We are losing the war out there. JCS want one Marine division, 
one Army division, one ROK division. Lots of problems foreign mainly 
white troops. 


1 Source: Johnson Library, Papers of McGeorge Bundy No classification marking. 
The notes were handwritten by McGeorge Bundy for his personal use and ^vere : not : an offi- 
cial record of the meeting. Bundy lists the following participants: The President, Kusk, 
McNamara, McCone, Vance, Wheeler, McNaughton, Taylor, William Bundy, and 
McGeorge Bundy. The time is taken from the President's Daily Diary at the Johnson 
Library which indicates that the President was out of the meeting room from 6:43 to 7 p.m. 
iThe President's Daily Diary mistakenly identifies the meeting as an official NSC meeting; 
the attendance list in the Daily Diary is actually a list of those who attended the NSC meet- 
ng on April 2. No other record of the discussion at this meeting has been found, but tor 
records of the decisions, see Documents 230 and 242. 

2 President Johnson went to the White House theater at 4:35 p.m. for the, taped deliv- 
ery of a speech on his message to Congress on education and then held an impromptu 
unannounced press conference" until 5:20. (Johnson Library President's Daily Diary) 

• 3 The notes imply but do not indicate explicitly that the last two sentences were 

Rusk's. 

, 4 Apparently a reference to paragraph 5 of Document 228. 


— 2 Forei Sn Relations, 1964-19 68. Volume H 


forcif ^ WC * <haUSted a " the P° SsibUiti “ "i* foreign 5 Filipino 

Wheeler. 2 rfzufision] ROK& — 1 Bn Aussie** i pr'i' J7*/r* * i 

~ (helping in La„s>-„o cotnba, ^ 

We got a commitment there. 6 
Are we liable to get Chinese? DRV? 6 


pow’r — - 4- 

Wheeler asks tentative decision. 


ion]s logistical, political & oper probs solved. 
Decision need and, be to prepare. 

Reserves 


—You do not need them for 3 division] move/ 
You do need them for strategic reserve. 
McNamara — no decision today. 

Rusk — no decision today. 

They 6 should be ready. 

Change in Marine mission. 8 
53 Point. 9 
Action NSC. 10 


6 TJe word "foreign" is written above "Filipino." 

7 P* e notes d° not indicate who was speaking. 

See paragraphs 1 Ld^Doarmem 242* ^ I2 * p0ult programs discussed at the meeting. 


230. Memorandum From Director of Central Intelligence McCone 
to the Deputy Director of Central Intelligence (Carter)’ 

Washington, April 1, 1965. 

sider^eh^hhal^C^tu^ Ftforipab with the President con- 

sidered the final draft of the April 1st State paper on the key develop- 

MemortSri htaS-M ^ApfS'l^S'^ 1 <McCone) Rte ' J° b «0 BO 1285A, Da 


See Document 229. 


